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Rankings 2001 : U.S. News, others
recognize Furman's qual ity
F or the

second consecutive year, Furman

Two years ago, Berg says, it took an

was listed among the nation's top 50 liberal

overall score of 68 or higher to make the

arts colleges in the annual college rankings

top 40 National Liberal Arts Colleges. Last

published by U.S. News & World Report.

year the list was expanded to the top 50

Furman finished in a tie for 44th (with
Dickinso n , Rhodes and Occidental) in the
"Best Liberal Arts Colleges - Bachelor's"

and it took a score of 67 to get i n . This
year, it took a 73 or higher.
Amherst College finished fi rst in the

category, which consists of 2 1 8 colleges

"Best Liberal Arts" category. Others included

that focus almost exclusively on under

Williams (3), Davidson (1 0), Washington

graduate education. Furman was also

and Lee ( 1 3), Oberlin (tie for 22), Bucknell

ranked the 14th "Best Value" in that group.

(28) and Centre (tie for 42). Furman was

The schools were evaluated in seven

the only South Carolina school listed in the

basic categories: academic reputation,

top tier and just one of five Southern schools

retention of students, faculty resources,

to make the top 50.

student selectivity, financial resources,

To view the U.S. News ratings, visit

graduation rate performance and alumni

www.usnews.com, click on the "Education"

giving rate. Furman's overall score

category and follow the links.

increased five points, from 69 to 74, although

Furman is also included i n the 2002

its ranking dropped slightly, from 42nd. The

edition of The Princeton Review's The Best

university ranked 3 1 st in student selectivity

331 Colleges and the 2002 Kaplan/

and 24th in alumni giving.
I n evaluating Furman's numbers, Bill

Newsweek College Catalog. I n the latter
publication, Furman was singled out among

Berg, d irector of research and institutional

"Schools That Offer a High Level of

planning, says, "Furman is a stronger col

Individual Attention From Faculty" and

lege this year by U.S. News' measures, but

"Schools That Are 'Hidden Treasures."'

also by their measures, a number of other
schools improved as wel l . Furman's

Furman was also cited by Insight
magazine as one of 30 colleges and

academic reputation, which is the single

u niversities i n the nation whose academic

highest-weighted factor (25 percent of the

cu rriculums have remained true to the

total), continues to improve. In the last

traditional principles of a liberal arts

three years, it has gone from 3.2 to 3.3 to

education and who "still teach the fullness

3.4 on a 5-point scale."

of the Western academic traditions."

Atter a m i nor outcry
generated by his sudden
disappearance from
the Janie Earle Furman
Rose Garden (and by
his plai ntive lament i n
t h e summer Furman
magazine), Putto, with
dolph i n has returned to
a new location i n his old
haunt.
And although he's no

Professors named to endowed posts
F our distinguished faculty members,

earned a Ph.D. from Northwestern

including two alumni, have been appointed

University and is a former student of

to academic chairs and endowed profes

Crantford, who retired in 1 995 after 33

sorships.

years at Furman.

Kenneth C. Abernethy has been

Cherie F. Maiden is the Lois Aileen

appointed to the Herman N . Hipp Chair in

Coggins Professor of Modern Languages.

Computer Science, named for a prominent

Maiden earned her doctorate from the

G reenville businessman. Abernethy came

University of I l linois and has taught French

to Furman in 1983 and has a doctorate from

at Furman since 1 983. Coggins retired

Duke University. He heads the Rushing

from Furman in the mid-sixties after teaching

Center for Advanced Technology and

French for more than 30 years.

received the Alester G. Furman, J r. , and

Thomas I . Smythe, Jr. '85 joined the

Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious

faculty this fall as the Robert E. H ughes

Advising in 1 997.

Assistant Professor of Economics and

C. Maurice Cherry '65 holds the Carey

Business Administration. Smythe previously

Shepard C rantford Endowed Chair i n

taught at the U niversity of Tennessee

Modern Languages. Cherry, a Spanish

Chattanooga. The professorship honors

professor, taught at Furman from 1969-71 ,

Hughes, a strong Furman supporter and

then returned to the faculty in 1974. He

G reenville business leader.

longer the garden's center
of attention, he reports that
he is satisfied with his new
post, in the small pool
di rectly under the stairs
leading down to the garden.
"It's comfortable, I can
sti l l see everyone coming
and going, and people are
going to have to get wet to
mess with me," says the
cherub.
He also expressed
his heartfelt appreciation
to Carol Wedemeyer
Humphries '79 and to
Bob Chance, chair of
the a rt department, for
their support in extricating
h i m from storage.

